
January 6, 2003

Mr. Thomas Baillieul, Director
U.S. Department of Energy
Columbus Environmental Management Project
1425 Plain City-Georgesville Rd.
West Jefferson, OH 43162

Dear Mr. Baillieul:

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS (December 28, 2002-January 3, 2003)

 I. Operations:

Building JN-1:
The excess contaminated 10,000-pound capacity Yale forklift has been disassembled and
packaged for disposal.

In the JN-1B High Bay, the 50-ton crane required service from Crane America. The problem
with the lift speed cannot be resolved without additional service. This service is required to
proceed with the packaging of the Saxton transuranic (TRU) waste. (Work Instruction [WI] -
1101)

WI-1101 was approved, and preparations were made to insert the required equipment into the
High Energy Cell (HEC) to perform the task. Final dry runs are to be completed early next
week and, pending crane resolution, the work will complete next week.

Plugs in the HEC operating area were removed from around windows 15, 14, and 13, and
plug holes were cleaned and sealed. (WI-1100)

West Jefferson (WJ) External Areas:

Work on the Radioanalytical Laboratory (RAL) Trailer last week included the following:

• Two trailer manufacturers (Scientific Buildings and Williams Scotsman), both providing
modular equipment, were contacted.
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• The preliminary layout was obtained from Russell Hunter of BHDP Architecture.

• The location (BWSC) of proposed trailer was surveyed.

Meetings will be held this week to finalize trailer requirements and layout.

TRU Waste Shipping:

No activity this week.

Low Level Waste (LLW) Operations:

Fifty-seven cubic feet (57 ft3) of LLW were accepted for packaging and/or processing. Non-
compactible low-level debris from radioactive material areas in JN-1 was packaged into B-25
boxes, for a total volume of 175 ft3 (80 ft3 for Envirocare and 95 ft3 for Hanford disposal).

From JN-1, 194 ft3 of concrete block were radiologically free-released for municipal
disposal.

 II. Technology Deployment:

The field change of WI-984 to direct the low-pressure injection functional testing is in review
for signatures. The exact global position of the WIDE project was documented. Planning
continued to begin needed engineering modifications to start extraction functional testing

 III. Environmental Safety and Health Performance:
Safety performance is 759 days and 489,872 exposure hours without a lost-time injury
accident.

 IV. Facilities and Equipment:

Daily, weekly, and monthly inspections and maintenance of the WJ North facility alarms,
instrumentation, building functions, tickler system, and grounds were completed.

Approximately 100 gallons of water were evaporated this period. The evaporator was
cleaned, and a new hot plate was installed to replace a defective one.

The 10/50-ton JN-1B High Bay crane malfunctioned. Crane America replaced two bad
rectifiers.

Buckeye Landscape cleared snow and ice on-site.
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Planning continued in the following areas:

• WI-1119 covering JN-6 reroofing is in the review cycle, but the start of work will depend
on the weather.

• An order was placed for a new JN-1 transformer, which supplies electric to breathing air
and eventually to the new water processing room.

 V. Future Work Activities:

Attached is the projected work schedule for the coming weeks.

Sincerely,

Patrick Weaver, P.E., Manager
Operations

PJW:dew/dmk


